New Nursery
Parents Meeting
2020-21

Purpose of Meeting
 To introduce the Nursery staff
 To outline procedures for transition into our

school

 To let you know what our routines and procedures

are – even if you know the school already

Pupil Information
 We appreciate it can be an overwhelming process

but we need to get all of the necessary
information for enrolment.

 Please return all forms as soon as possible if you

have not already.

 Ensure any allergies are reported.

Nursery Staff
Miss Osborne
Class Teacher

Miss White
Early years
practitioner

Miss Rhodes
Early years
practitioner

Miss Heaver
Teaching
Assistant

Transition
 In normal circumstances you would have the opportunity to
visit the class and meet your teacher before starting
Nursery in September. As we are sadly unable to do this,
attached is a video f or them to introduce themselves and
to give you a tour of the classroom!
 You will have already received a support pack outlining
activities you can complete with your child over the
summer to help prepare them for September.
 In addition to this, we would like you to complete the
attached ‘about me’ page for when your child starts with us
in the Autumn. This is a great way to help us get to know
your child and make their transition as smooth as possible.

Start dates
To support transition for the children, we stagger
their entry over the first week. You will have been
given a date of either:
- Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th – Group A

- 30 hours children all day
- Monday 7th – Group B AM and PM children
- Tuesday 8th – Group C AM and PM children

The First Day
 The nursery gates will open at 8:30-9 and 12.30-1.

Your child enters their classroom via the
nursery playground.

 We encourage children to be as independent as

possible from the start and staff will support them to
enter the classroom without their adult.

 If still adhering to social distancing under

government guidance, we will not be able to allow
parents/carers into the classroom to settle the
children.

Routines and independence
 We encourage all parents to leave their child at the door – they

may get upset but we are very experienced, and they will soon
settle in.

 The children will place their belongings on their peg, supported

by the Teacher and Teaching Assistants.

 Children can bring a water bottle, and this must be labelled.

 The school day ends between 11.20-30 (AM), or 3.00-3.30 (PM)
 Please be at school promptly to collect your child as this can be

distressing for them.
 Please make sure we know who is collecting your child at the end
of the day and if there are changes, please write a note to your
child’s teacher or ring the office.

Clothing and Possessions
 Please make sure that all belongings are labelled

 Over the summer holidays encourage your child to practice
dressing and undressing. Velcro is not a necessity but it
really helps build their independence and saves teachers
lots of time!
 School uniform is available to order and paid for through
the school’s online payment system (www.simsagora.co.uk)
- Grey or black trousers, skirt, shorts, dress
- Royal blue sweatshirt or cardigan (with/out school emblem)
- White shirt or polo shirt (with/out school emblem)
- White, black or grey socks or tights
- Black footwear

Forest School
• In Nursery we are very lucky to have weekly

Forest School lessons!

• In these sessions the children will be provided

with waterproof clothing and footwear for all
weathers but you are welcome to bring in your own
wellies from home too.

Attendance and Punctuality
 The nursery gates open at 8:30-9 and 12.30-1 and

you go straight to the nursery playground.
 You will be greeted by the class teacher at the
classroom door

We have our own Pastoral Care Officer and we are
strict on no holidays during term time as we want
the children to be prepared for lifelong learning.

Attendance and Punctuality
 Please telephone and inform the school if your child is








absent and give the reason.
All infectious illnesses must be reported immediately
(e.g. Chickenpox, Measles, Conjunctivitis)
Prescription only medicines can be administered, and
you must notify the office.
If your child becomes ill during the day, we will make
contact with you immediately and ask you to come and
collect or arrange for another person to collect on
your behalf. It is therefore crucial that your contact
details are up to date.
Sickness: if your child has a stomach or sickness bug
they must remain at home for 24 hours afterwards.

Accidents
 Nursery children are continually developing their



-

co-ordination and motor skills and therefore small
accidents are inevitable!
Nursery has its own risk assessment that covers
inside and outside areas
All accidents requiring first aid are:
recorded in the First Aid book
yellow slips are given to parents

 Any head injuries will be reported to parents

immediately

Lunches
 For 30 hours children lunch is at 11:30 – 12:30.
 The children eat their packed lunches in the

classroom to allow the team to support them with
settling and eating independently

 Packed Lunches must be healthy – we have treat

Friday where children can have a cake/chocolate bar
 We are a no nuts school
 Fruit and milk is also provided for all children in class.

Communication
 Half termly class newsletters
 Weekly school newsletters

 Marvellous Me app
 Website
 Twitter (@hornparkschool)
 Posters outside the classroom
 Verbal communication if needed for individual

parents
 Tapestry (see attached letter)

Typical Day
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

8:30-9 – Children arrive and come to the carpet
9:00 - Register
9:05 – Literacy/Maths carpet session
9:20 - Choosing time and 1-1 groups with staff
11:00 - Phonics
11:20 – Prepare for lunch
11.30 - Lunch or home time
12.30-1 - Children arrive and come to the carpet
1:00 – Register
1:05 - Literacy/Maths carpet session
1:20 - Choosing time and 1-1 groups with staff
2:45 – Phonics
3:00 – Get ready for home time with Story/Circle/Music
3:30 - Home time

Learning in Nursery
• Play is an important part of the daily routine in Nursery
• Our curriculum allows children to be inquisitive and tackle
things they have never encountered before and equips them to
learn to manage uncertainties and assess risk
• Children take part in focus groups each week with the teacher
or support staff
• Assessments of the children are carried out through observing
them during play.
• Observations are recorded using an online observation tool –
Tapestry. Parents can access the observations and add their
own. Observations build a picture of a child’s abilities in all
areas of the Early Years curriculum

Reading and Phonics
• The children read 1-1 with teachers and support staff each
week
• We teach children to read using phonics (letters and sounds)
which we teach daily. We will hold information and help
sessions in the autumn term but check out this website for a
quick overview - https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/thealphablocks-guide-to-phonics
• Reading is crucial for a child’s development and should be built
into everyday routine.

What did you do at school
today?
Your child will probably respond…

They are actually very busy!

Learning in Nursery

Areas of learning
• Literacy – writing, mark making and reading
• Maths – number, shape and measuring
• Physical development – small fine motor tasks and
large gross motor
• Understanding of the world - mud kitchen, forest
school
• Expressive arts and design - small world and
construction, role play, sand and water

Your child will get dirty when they are
learning and having fun!!

 We hope that this answers a lot of your

questions but appreciate that you may still
have things that you would like to talk to your
new class teacher about.

 For that reason you will be receiving a phone

call this week for them to introduce
themselves and answer any questions you may
have.
We look forward to meeting you all soon!

